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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
APPLICATION FOR LETTERS PATENT 



APPLICANT : Roger W. Lehmarm 

POST OFFICE ADDRESS : 808 Ashley Avenue 

Brielle, New Jersey 08730 

) 

INVENTION : FISHING PLIERS WITH HOOK 

SHARPENING FILE 

ATTORNEYS : Caesar, Rivise, Bernstein, 

Cohen & Pokotilow, Ltd. 
12th Floor, Seven Perm Center 
1635 Market Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212 



TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 



Be it known that I, the above-identified applicant, have made a certain new and useful 
invention in a FISHING PLIERS WITH HOOK SHARPENING FILE of which the following 
is a specification. 
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TITLE OF THE INVENTION: 
FISHING PLIERS WITH HOOK SHARPENING FILE 

SPECIFICATION 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . FIELD OF INVENTION 

This invention relates to fishing equipment and, more particularly, to pliers that are used 
to both remove fish hooks and sharpen them in one device. 

2. DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART 

One problem experienced by fishermen is to make certain that their fish hook has a very 
sharp point. In addition fish hooks, even new ones, require sharpening before use. Furthermore, 
hook points continue to become duller after catching a fish because the hook point is often times 
dulled fi-om its penetration into the fish's mouth; especially if it contacts the bone structure of 
the fish's mouth. Fish hooks are required to have a very sharp point in order to provide 
penetration with the least amount of force; the absence of such sharp points is a contributing 
factor in not hooking the fish. The hook point must be finely sharpened to provide instant 
penetration of the hook into the fish upon its contact. A slightly blunt point dramatically 
increases the force necessary to penetrate the hook into the fishes mouth. 

Another problem experienced by fisherman after catching the fish is the need to safely 
remove an embedded fish hook from the fish. 

To resume fishing after a fish is caught, and the hook has safely been removed, it is 
highly recommended that the hook be re-sharpened before placing back into the water to resume 
fishing activities. The task of sharpening and re-sharpening hooks is often overlooked by many 
fishermen because the tools to do so are not readily available. 

Pliers are available in many styles for the fisherman to safely grasp the embedded hook 
and remove it safely fi*om the fish's mouth. Furthermore; in many cases the fisherman may have 
a pliers with him to remove the embedded fish hook, but seldom carries a file intended 
specifically to sharpen the fish hook, a very important fiinction, as mentioned earlier, to 
continue the fisherman's success in catching fish. 

The need to solve this problem becomes even more apparent in the excitement of 
catching fish-the fisherman does not perform the hook sharpening procedure because he doesn't 
have a file, or doesn't have one readily available. 
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Thus there remains a need to solve the problem by having a hook sharpening file as part 
of the pliers used to remove the fish hook. After the fish hook is safely removed by the 
fisherman, the same tool is readily available for allowing immediate hook sharpening, without 
the need for any other files or devices and without any further loss of time in the excitement of 
5 the fishing activity. 

All references cited herein are incorporated herein by reference in their entireties. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
A pliers having a pair of jaws, each of which have an outside surface, and wherein at 
least one of the outside surfaces comprises a file. 
10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be described in conjunction with the following drawings in which 
like reference numerals designate like elements and wherein: 

Fig. 1 is an isometric view of the pliers of the present invention showing the file on one 
of the pliers jaws; 

1 5 Fig. 2 is an enlarged partial view of the lower end of the file coupled to one of the pliers 

jaws; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged exploded top view of the file and the pliers jaws; and 
Fig. 4 is another enlarged exploded side view of the outer end of the pliers jaws. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
2 0 The invention will be illustrated in more detail with reference to the following examples, 

but it should be understood that the present invention is not deemed to be limited thereto. 

There is shown in Fig. 1 the invention 20 comprising a pliers 22 and a file 24 that forms 
a portion of the outside surface of one jaw 26A of the pliers 22. Being located on the outside 
surface of one jaw, the file 24 does not interfere with normal pliers 22 operation; the inner or 

2 5 confi-onting jaw surfaces 25A/25B can close and grasp items (not shovm) without the file 24 

interfering. Once the fisherman is ready to sharpen the hook, he/she need only position the fish 
hook tip (not shown) against the file 24 and reciprocate the hook tip against the file surface 28, 
as one would normally do with a file. 

The pliers 22 can be made of stainless steel that is treated to avoid rusting. The file 24 

3 0 may comprise a hardened steel that is plated (e.g., with nickel) to allow the sharpening of the 

hook as well as to prevent rusting also. It should be understood that the material of both the 
pliers 22 and the file 24 does not limit the scope of the invention. 
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By way of example only, the file 24 is coupled to the outside surface of the jaw 26A 
using a releasable securing means 30 (e.g., a screw, bolt, etc.) at one end and a tongue-in groove 
32 (Fig. 3) at the other end. As shown most clearly in Fig. 2, one end of the file 24 is coupled 
to the jaw 26A by a releasable securing means 30. The releasable securing means 30 passes 
5 through a countersunk hole 32 (Fig. 3) in the file 24 and then into a threaded hole 34 (Fig. 4) 
in the outer surface 36 of the jaw 26A. The upper end of the file 24 comprises a groove 38 that 
fits underneath a tongue 40 at the distal end of the jaw 26A. Thus, to install and secure the file 
24 to the pliers 22, the groove 38 in the upper end of the file 24 is slid under and against the 
tongue 40; next, the releasable securing means 30 is passed through the countersunk hole 32 and 

1 0 into the threaded hole 34 and tightened securely therein. 

It should be understood that it is within the broadest scope of the present invention 20 
to include the file 24 as integrated into the jaw 26A (or 26B) as a forged or machined part. As 
a result, during manufacture of the pliers 22 itself, the outside surface 36 of the jaw 26A can be 
formed such that the outer surface 36 of the jaw is the file 24. Thus, the scope of the present 

15 invention is not limited, in any way, by what is shovm in Figs. 1-4. Any known methods of 
securing the file 24 (e.g., welding, bonding, adhesive application, etc.), as a separate member, 
to the jaw of the pliers 22 is within the broadest scope of the invention; alternatively, any known 
methods of forming the outer surface 36 of the jaw into the file 24 during pliers 22 
manufacturing is also within the broadest scope of the invention. 

20 It should be further understood that although the figures depict having a file 24 on only 

one jaw 26A, it is within the broadest scope of the present invention to include a file 24 on, or 
as part of, the outside surface 36 of either or both jaws 26A/26B. 

While the invention has been described in detail and with reference to specific examples 
thereof, it will be apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and modifications can 

25 be made therein without departing fi-om the spirit and scope thereof. 
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